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Basis of Report

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) with reasonable skill,
care and diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoled Lo il by
agreement with Ravengill Energy Fark Limited (the Applicant) as part or all of the services it
has bean appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject {o the terms and conditions of that
appointmsant.

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice,
recommeandations and opinions in this documeant for any purpose by any person othar than
the Client. Reliance may be granted ta a third party only in the event that SLR and the third
party hava executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.

Information reported herein may be based an the interpretation of public domain data
collected by SLR, andfor information supplied by the Client andfor its other advisors and
associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.

The copyrightl and intelleclual property in all drawings, reports, specifications. bills of
quantities, calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in SLR

unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.

This document may contain information of & specialised and/or highly technical nature and
the Client is advised to seek clarification on any elaments which may be unclear to it.

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied
upon in the context of the whole document and any documents referenced explicitly herein
and should then only be used within the contaxt of the appointment.
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1.0 Introduction

This Qufline Biodiversity Enhancement Management Flan (OBEMF) has been prepared to
accompany the Proposed Developmeant’s Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

The OBEMP describes the habitat restoration/enhancement and species conservation
managemeni measures that are proposed as part of the Proposed Development, to restora
degracded habitats, create new habitats of biodiversity value, and strengthen nature
networks.

Tha meaasures detailad within this OBEMP would aim to achieve significant biodivarsity
enhancement as a direct result of the Proposed Development aver its operational lifetime, in
line with objectives outlined in National Planning Framewark 4 (NPF4 ) Palicy 3.

This OBEMP is set out in the following sections;

« Euxisting Conditions & Summary of the Ecological and Omithological Impact
Aszassmeants,

« Biadiversity Enhancement Area;

« Aims, Objectives and Management Prescriptions;
«  Monitoring;

« Reporing and BEMP Review; and

= Management and Monitoring Timetable.

The OBEMP should be read with reference 1o Figure 6.14 [EIAR Volume 3a). Nale, there s
a confidential and non-confidential version of Figure 6.14; the confidential version (ie.
Figure C6.14) shows the location of an area o be managad for sansitive spacias protectad
by Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), and as such will anly
be made available to relevant employees of Ramball, the Applicant, MatureScot, the Energy
Consents Unit, South Lanarkshire Council {(SLC), and the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSFPB).

1.1 Target Habitats and Species

The managemeani recommendations within this OBEMP are informed by the findings of
baseline scological and ornithological studies and the conclusions of assessment upan
Important Ecological Features (1EFs) and Important Omithological Features (IOFs), set out
within Chapter 6: Ecology (EIAR Volume 2) and Chapter 7: Ornithology (EIAR

Volume 2).

The key habitats considenad in this OBEMP, and for which habitat restoration, enhancement
and creation measuras are proposed, include priorily peatland blankel bog'wel modified bog,
broadleaved/rniparian woodland and scrub, and bracken management primarily for the benefit
of grassland/heathland. Thase habitat restoration and enhancement measures proposed
wauld also have secondary beneficial effects for the bird assemblage identified locally,
including ground-nesting waders, raptors and black grouse.

! Blafianal Plarning Framawork 4, avallabie o TR | rave o, 6§ oo i bl e albo s in el on gl pleen ro-{reer e ork-4 1
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The key ornithological species considerad, and for which additional specific managemant
would be undertaken as proposed within this OBEMP, are hen harrier and breading waders.

1.2 Biodiversity Enhancement Area

This OBEMP is basad on a series of specific identified land parcels, hereafier termed
‘Habitat Management Units' (HMU) {refer to Figure 6.14 (EIAR Volume 3a)). which would
encompass the habitat management measures proposed.

Thesea HMLUs have been identified through discussions with the Applicant, landowner and
respective agents, and relevant technical specialists. These HMUs may however be refined
and finalised post-consent into the ovararching Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA) for the
Proposed Development, following any furlher specialist surveys, feedback from relevant
consultees, and further discussions with the landowner and associated agents.

The Applicant would remain committed to delivering significant biodiversity enhancament as
part of the Proposed Development, over its operational lifetime,

1.3 Finalisation of the BEMP and Reporting

Faollowing receipt of planning consent for the Proposed Development, the OBEMP would be
refined and developed into a final BEMP. The final BEMF would confirm the ovararching
BEA encompassing all habitat management proposals, and any finalised management units
therein (i.e. the relined HiMUs for specific habital managemeant proposals), where the aims,
objectives and management prescriptions of the BEMP would apply.

The final BEMP would be agreed with SLC in consultalion with NatureScol and any alher
relevant stakeholders (as deemed necessary) prior to the commencement of construction of
the Proposed Developmant.

A Biodiversity Management Group (BMG) would oversee and monitor the implementation of
the agreed BEMP. The BMG should include representatives from SLC, NatureScot, the
landowner, and the Applicant,

A BEMP report (initially for operational Years 1, 3 and &) would be submitted by the
Applicant to the BMG detailing the tasks (management and monitoring) completed over the
last year(s) and those planned for the year(s) ahead. This review process would engure thal
local biodiversity within the BEA is enhanced over the lifetime of the Proposed Development
to & demanstrably better state than without intervention.

The implementation and funding of the agreed BEMP will be the responsibility of the
Applicant.

2.0 Existing Conditions & Summary of Ecological &
Ornithological Impact Assessments

The following seclion provides a high-level summary of basaline ecological and
omithological conditions established at the Site, and the assessment of effects presented in
detail in Chapter 6: Ecology (EIAR Volume 2) and Chapter 7: Ornithology (EIAR
Volume 2}, which have informed the identification of aims and objectives of this OBEMP.

: 3¢
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2.1 Ecology (Non-Avian)

The Site is mainly open upland mooarand; the most common and widespread habitat types
present and which make up the bulk of the landscape are dry and wel healh, acid grassland,
marshy grassland and blanket bog/wel modified bog. Breaking up the expanses of these
habitat types ara patches and pockets of several othar habitat typas. See Technical
Appendix 6.2 (EIAR Voume 4) and Figure 6.3 (EIAR Volume 3a) for further detail of
baseline habitat compasition and character.

The blanket bog and wet modified bog within the Site are considered to be a degraded
rasource and for the most part of no better than ‘modified” condition, with many areas also
artificially drained and others subject to peat hagging/gullying and self-seeded conifer
encroachment, there was no ‘near-natural’ peatland recorded on-site (as detailed in
Technical Appendix 6.2 (EIAR Volume 4}). Much of the maore highly degraded pealland is
clustered in the drained and ercding peatland towards the southeast of the Site near
Wellgrain Dod and Peat Hill (see Figures 6.5 and 6.6 (EIAR Volume 3a)). This is also
generally where the greatest peat depths were recorded within the Site (see Figure 8.6
(EIAR Volume 3a)). The presence of damage features within the peatiand indicates (he
potential for restoration, and these areas have been a particular terget for restoration
proposals within this OBEMP,

Evidence of atter (Lutra lutra), common lizard (£oofoco vivipara) and water vole {Ansdoola
amphibious) were recorded within or in proximity to the Site (see Technical Appendix 6.3
(EIAR Volume 4)). The automated bat surveys recorded a total of five bat species and two
genus classification within the Sile; soprano pipistrelle (Fipislreilus pygmaews), common
pipistrelle (P. pipistreiius), Nyctalus spp., Daubenton's (Myotis davbentoniiy, Myolis spp..
Matterar's (M. nafferar) and brown long-eared bat {Plecofus aunfrs) (see Technical
Appendix 6.4 (EIAR Volume 4)).

There are multiple watercourses located within the Site, all of which are tributaries of, and
form part of, the headwater catchmeants of the River Clyde (see Figure 8.1 (EIAR

Volume 3a)). The majority of these walercourses contain populations of resident brown trout
{Salmo trutiz) (see Technical Appendix 6.5 (EIAR Volume 4)). These walercourses are all
generally treeless and lack riparian cover, making them and the species which inhabit or use
them more al risk rom fulure climate change effects.

Within Chapter 6: Ecology (EIAR Volume 2), |IEFs scoped-in to the ecological impact
assessment (EclA) comprised blanket bogwel maodified bog; no significant adverse effects
are predicied on habitats.

It is predicted that the Proposed Development could potentially directly impact up to

16.75 hectares (ha) of blanket bog/wet modified bog; e, 7.79 ha for permanent
infrastructure {comprising 3.66 ha of blanket bog and 4.13 ha of wet modified bog) and

8.96 ha for temporary works areas, borrow pit search areas and earthworks cut and fill areas
(comprising 3.72 ha of blankei bog and 5.24 ha of wel modified bog). It is also
precautionarily estimatad that the Proposed Development could potentially indirectly affect
up to 6.68 ha of blanket bog and 8.03 ha of wet modified bog, i.e. a total of 14.72 ha, whan
using indirect drainage assumptions (see Chapter 6: Ecology (EIAR Volume 2) for full
details and associated assassment.
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This OBEMF propozses measures that provide a level of compensation in cognisance of
NatureScol guidance*® with respect to the predicted effects on blanket bog/wet modified bog
hahitats, as well 25 other proposals o provide wider ecalogical and biodiversity enhancemeant
im general.

2.2 Ornithology

During baseline ornithological surveys, as detailed and presented in Chapter 7:
Ornithelogy (EIAR Velume 2) and Technical Appendix 7.1 (EIAR Volume 4), the Site and
immediate surrounding area was found o supporl an assemblage of upland bresding birds,
which included eight breeding wader species (i.e. common sandpiper (Achifis hypoleuwcos),
curlew (Mumenius arguata), golden plover (Fluvialis apricaria), lapwing | Vanelius vanaifus),
oyslercalcher (Haematopies ostralegus), redshank (Tringa fofanus), ringad plover
(Charadrius histicula) and snipe (Galinago gallinago)) and raptorsiowls (including hen
harrier { Circus cyanegws), merlin (Falco columbanus), short-eared owl (Asio fammevws) and
barn owl (Tylo alba) (probable/potential breeding) and red kite (Milvus milvus)iconfirmed
breeding)).

Mo lekking activity was recorded for black grouse (Lyrurus fatnx); records of black grouse
activily wera limited 1o three instances of non-lekking males.

Observations of additional non-breeding species of note made over the course of surveys
included golden eagle (Aguila chrysaelos), goshawk (Accipifer gentilis), osprey (Pandion
haliaelus) and peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus).

Tha Site was not identifind to be of any ragular importance for notable aggregations of
wintering birds.

Tha dasign of the Proposed Davelopmeant has sought to avoid the locations of sensitive
breading bird species and historical black grouse lekking locations, in so far as has been
possible. Mo potentially significant effects upon any IOF are predicted. Extensive opportunity
therefore remains, away from operational infrastructure, to improve cumrent nesting and
foraging habitats within the Site for local bird species through habitat enhancement
objsctives such as peatland restoration, grassland and welland management, appropriate
woodland planting and supplementary measures.

3.0 Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA)

3.1 Overview

This OBEMP proposes a BEA comprising five overarching HMUs; A — E inclusive, ses
Figure 6.14 (EIAR Volume 3a) for HMUs A, B, C and E; HMU D is shown on Figure
C6.14.1 only. Each HMU generally focusses on a particular habitat or feature type. within
which management and monitoring works would be implemeanted. Details of each HMU are
provided in Sections 3.2 - 3.6 below,

The overall goal of the BEMP is to restore degraded habitals, enhance habitats, and create
and consarve habitats of ecological value within these HMUs, which in turn would benefit

£ pptureoal (2023} Advising on peatiard, carbon-rich saiis and pricrty pealland habilats in development managemand.
bl s nebuse satideaacuising-peatland cachon- peh-anis-gad-priarnly-pesd sed-bebitats-develeonsnl-anagerne) [Socessed Apd 3026,
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existing flora and fauna, as well as increase biodiversity in general through strengthaning
and building nature networks and connections,

The precise objectives and detailed management prescriptions for the finalised HMUs will
depend on the current condition of the habitat and the exisling factors acting upon it or
contributing to the condition, To further inform the objectives and detail appropriate
management prescriptions, further specific surveys and desk-based assessment may be
reguired to develop the final BEMP.

These surveys may include, but are not limited to, the following:

« further peatland condition assessments considering NatureScot guidance?® and
Peatland Action guidancae®,

= Joint Natere Conservation Committee (JNCC) Common Standards Monitoring (CSM)
of Upland Habitats* or habitat condition assessments utilising the |latest Biodiversity
Metric condition assessment pro-forma and methodology®;

s« hydrology/ecology walkover (o identify further opportunities for non-native conifer
removal, drain blocking/reprofiling. erosicn feature restoration/reprofiling, and
rastoration of the peatland water table;

= Herbivore Impact Assessment (HIA);

= G|5 mapping exercises (e.g. additional mapping of drains/moor grips and density
mapping of seli-seeded non-native conifers);

« foresiry surveys (o further inform and refine woodland creation and planting
proposals and details; and

»  pre-commencement ornithology surveys and consultation with third-party recording
groups to update baseline conditions and further inform targelad species measuras
and management prescriplions.

3.2 HMU A — Restore & Enhance Peatland Habitat and Improve
Bog Condition

HMLU A is 195,97 ha in area and split over four sub-units, these being in the areas around
Feat Hill'Dun Moss, wesl of Harmrybum Brae, Wellgrain Dod, and Glen Kip (see Figure
6.14.1 (EIAR Veolume 3a)). HMU A targets the most drained, eroded, and degraded
peatland habitat within the Site, as well as where the greatest peat depths are, genarally
(Figure 8.6 (EIAR Volume 3a)).

There is some proposed infrastructure that would be sited within HMU A, once the areas of
permanent and temporary infrastructure are excluded, the size of HMU A reduces 1o
19214 ha. The main community present within HMU A is M13 NVC type blanket bog:
however, there are several other peatland and other communities present also. The
breakdown of habilats/communities within HMU A is provided in Table 6.7.1.

7 Seoifich Govesmmen | (20E3). Biodivensiey: deafl slonning poidenos. Avsilable ol bilrs: G ooy seolii criorssilise couses mon -
dpni - uicl snes-bincivs ifvpega a1 [Aooesesem) Sprl 200H]

* fwaitabia al s O ee oo Uioa - e ieonmm oo alan derde-pnoe boving [Ancessod Apnl 2036]
9 nunilehla al: hilips O podlieafordg peiung o mgla e o, ki plbd ical ion'BO4E 804 845 AR ETE0 [Acceasnd Apil 203E]
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Table 6.7.1: Breakdown of Habitat Type Within HMU A

Phase 1

| NVC Area Total Area

Code Phase 1 Description (ha) (hal
A3.2 Scallerad Conifarous Tres (on peatlard) SCT 0563 0.63
L4 0.80 ‘
B1.1 Unimproved Acid Grassland us 0.01 0.85
LG 0.03
23 015
BS htarshibdarshy Grassland 25 0649 1.82
Jedda 0.98
C1.1 Conlinuous Bracken 20 0ar 0.ar
Ho 1.86
01 Acid Dry Dvvarl Shrub Heath H1d 231 B.56
H12 0.25
H21 4.24
Dz Wat Dwarf Shrub Heath 1S 829 8.29
B3 0.30
E1.B.1 Blanksat Bog 17 14.07 130.69
18 116.31
M5 0.1
E1.7 Wel Modified Bag K120 32.30 40.68
k258" 847
E2.1 AcldiMautral Flush L 1.80 1.60
E4 Bare Peal ExP 0,19 0.18
11.4.1 Acid/Neutral Exposure RE =0.01 =[}.01
Jd Bare Ground BG 0.01 2.01
JE Othar Habilal (racant muirburn) LB 0.24 0.24
TOTAL 182.14

NatureScot guidance? suggests that effects on priority peatland habitats should be
compansated in the order of 1:10 {lostrestored) with a further 10% restoration of the Site
baseline extent of priority peatland habitats to deliver additional enhancement. As noted in
Section 2.1, the Proposed Developmeant could directly impact up to 16.75 ha of blanket
bogfwet modified bog and potentially indirectly affect up to 14.72 ha of blankel bog/wel
maodified bog. Using NatureScot guidance® the compensation requirements for priority
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peatland at the Froposed Development would therefore be in the region of 314.7 he if
accounting for the full predicted and potential direct and indirect effects stated®.

In terms of additional enhancement, the guidance” suggests a further 10% restoration of the
Site baseline extant of priority peatiand habitats. However site boundaries are often arbitrary
lines with no specific consideration of peatiand in how they are drawn and, in the case of the
Proposed Development, the Sits is significantly larger than the area where proposed
infrastructure would be sited; the scale of the Site for the Proposed Development allows
large scale habitat managemeant to be feasible and to be undertaken. Consaguently, the
10% priorily peatland enhancemeant value based on the Sile is largely a function of the area
within an application boundary fine (which is open to adjustment or manipulation). It is
therefore considerad that a more proportionate approach related to the degree of impact on
pricrity peatland would be a further 10% enhancement on the area of pradicted/potantial
impact; in this case that would require restoration of an additional 3.15 ha of priority peatiand
for enhancemant’. Total compensation and enhancement reguirements, based on this,
would therefore be 317,85 ha®,

However, as discussed in Chapter 6: Ecology (EIAR Volume 2), indirect drainage effects
are not certain and, if they do occur, are unlikely to be fully realised for various reasons;
consequenlly, application of the 1:10 ratio inclusive of indirect effecls caloulations will likely
lead to greater than 1:10 compensation. It should also be noted that current Scottish
Government guidance® does not specify any ratios with regards to peatland restoration and
enhancament, instead taking a more holistic view regarding biodiversity and a projectisite
specific characteristics or circumstances. If it is considered that the 1:10 ratio should be
more appropriately applied to the known direct permanent and femporary losses only, the
compensation and enhancement requirements for peatland would be in the region of
169,18 ha™.

Within HMU A the aim is to restore and enhance the axisting and degraded peatland habitat.
The specific areas selecled for HMU A appear, from a desk-based review of agrial imagery
in conjunction with observations made during the baseling surveys and results of tha habitat,
peatland condition and peat depth survays, to be areas within the Site where suitable
restoration work is possible for peatland hahitats due to the presence of restorable damage
features, Such features include a network of drains and moor grips along with larger gullies,
peat haggs, areas of bare peat, and self-seeding conifers. This restoration and enhancement
aim would most likely be fulfilled through measuras such as drain blocking and reprofiling,
peal hagg and gully reprofiling, gully Blocking and flow management, bare peal revaegetation
and removal of self-seeding trees. Detailed surveys would be underaken prior to finglisation
of the BEMP to inform the detailed drain damming locations, gully blocking measures, etc.

Peatland restoration and enhancement maasuras noted above that would be applied to
priority peatiand habitats in HMU A cover up to approximately 172.09 ha''. Therefore, for al
predicied potential losses (including permanent, temporary, and potential indirect effects),
peatland resteration/enhancement proposals at the Proposed Development would be less

B e, 190 ralio; (16.75 ha » 1472 hal x 10 = 3147 ha
Ta147 0= 15 ha
U547 & 3.15= 317 85 ha

¥ Seailish Covermmen | (2023] Biodveny. deall olonning pakenias. llps b o
piadn el reersil o e U [Benasses] Apil 2026].

", (1875 5 10} + (16 75 0.1} = 160,18 ba

e pubilenlio nel seentis b -go veserew| -gr pll g0 e

" This s Ihe et of redeyant paat and habilals ailhin HRI A Gs par Tablo 671, and comprses Ihe smes assocaled with Phaso 1 codas
E1E 1. E1.7, B4 ard A3.2 (8= the 43,2 soatisred conferous Insss ane presant cver (i pestand],
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than the 1:10 compensation ratio plus 10% enhancement value® (the ratio being
approximately 1:5.4). However, if only considering the certain parmanent and temporary
direct impacts and discounting the precautionary indirect impacts that may not transpire then
restoration proposals in HMU & would slightly exceed the 1:10 compensation ratio plus 10%
enhancement valuae'.

The following text provides further information on why achieving the higher restoration/
enhancement target that includes potential indirect effects is not possible at the Site. The
blanket bog areas within the Site and not covered by the restoration proposals, and not
included in HMU A, al this stage, do nol appear 1o have clear or obvious damage fealures
that could be restored and are therefore considered by MatureScot Guidance® as unsuitable
areas for paatland restoration works. These areas are subject to hill grazing by livestock,
however this is currently baing suslainably managed by the landowner through maarland
managemeant Agr-Environment Climate Schemes (AECS); see further information in
Section 3.6. Consequently, such areas are curmrently considerad not to be available for
peatland impacts offsetting in line with NatureScot guidance®, unless further applicable
restoration measures could also be applied to these areas. In that regard, further surveys
would be undertaken prior to finalising the BEMP to ascertain if peatland
restoration/enhancemant proposals could ba expanded further. If the opportunity to increase
the extent of peatland restaration within the Site is feasible following further
investigation/survey, then this may be included within the final BEMPF.

Peatlands are imporiant for preventing and mitigating the effects of climate change,
preserving biodiversity and minimising flood risk. The improvement of these habitats would
alzo be of benefit to local flora and fauna, including the upland bird assemblage.

Pealland restoration is a nalure-based solulion, which would have mulliple synergistic
benefits including the expansion and preserving of carbon sinks and reduction of net carbon
emissions, providing eanhanced habitats locally for breeding and foraging bird species.

Whilst the primary focus in HMU A would be the restoration and enhancement of priority
peatland habitat, the measures proposad would also benefit several other habitat types

prasent within HMU &, in particular the wetland habitats such as wet dwarf shrub heath,
marshy grassland and flushes (Table 6.7.1).

3.3 HMU B - Native Broadleaf Woodland & Scrub / Riparian
Corridor Creation / Enhancement

HMU B covers a linear riparian comidor of approximately 22.05 km split across several sub-
units along a number of named watercourses of varying sizes, including Snar Water,
Reecleugh Burn, Glenkip Burn, Glendorch Burn, Caple Gill, Cleugh Bum & Dun Grain,
Laggen Gill & Coom Burn, Kirk Gill & Windgate Burn, Glencaple Bumn, Hershaw Burn,
Shortcleugh Burn, Long Cleugh and Scapcleuth Burn — see Figure 6.14.1 (EIAR

Yolume 3a). Some of the proposad riparian corridors include breaks to account for proposed
infrastructure and avoidance of the Ravengill Site of Special Scientific Interest (SS5I),
designated for its geclogical featuras.

The habitals present in these riparian corridors are primarily a mix of stands of bracken and
acid grasslands, with some smaller areas of marshy grassland, and limited areas of
heathland; wilh mosl ol these generally considered suitable for the planting proposals

herein.
3
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The aim within HMU B would be to create areas of native broadleaved woodland and
species-rich scrub in a semi-natural pattern, primarily along riparian corridors, to enhance
any expand existing areas and create and connect new areas. In cerlain riparian zones the
stands of bracken can extend a significant distance out from the watercourse and, in these
areas, the woodiand proposals may be extended out furthar from the riparian zone to create
larger areas of woodland/scrub depending on advice rom a professional forester and future
discussions with the Applicant and landowner.

The proposals in HMU B would generally involve the low-density planting and establishment
of a range of small-seeding broadleaved species in non-uniform patterns and densities
within suitable habitats, with some patches of refained open ground to form openings and
glades in the long term.

Flanting would largely aim to reflect the canopy composition/character of NVC types WT
Alnus glufinosa - Fraxinus excelsior - Lysimachia nemorum woodland, W11 Quercus
pefraaa - Befula pubescens - Oxalis acetosella woodland, W17 Quercus petraea - Belula
pubescens - Dicranum majus woodland and W21 Cralaegus monogyna - Hedera helix scrub
depending on the character and respective soil conditions within the component parts of the
HMU. The mixture of native broadleaved trees would likely primarily comprise birch (Befula
spp. ), rowan [(Sorbus avcupara) and willows (Sallx spp.); however, it is proposed 1o increase
diversity by also including smaller proportions of species such as oak { Quercus spp. ), alder
(Alnus glufinosa), aspen (Popuivs tramula), wild chermy (Prunus avium), hawthorm
(Cratzegqus monogyna), hazel (Corylus aveliana), crab apple (Malis sylvesins), small-leaved
lime i Tilla cordata), wych elm [Limus glabra) and holly (lex aguifolium). The areas of
species-rich scrub would primarily be comprised of hawthom but would be supplemented
with other species o increase diversily, including species such as hazel, crab apple, holly,
blackthorn (Prunus spinoss), elder (Sambucus figra) and juniper {Junipans comimuns).

Watarcoursas within the Site ars generally very opan and lack any shading ar shialtar.
Riparian planting has mulliple baneflicial biodiversity effects, such as crealing struclure and
new breeding, shelter and foraging habitats for a range of species, from lerrestrial and
anquatic invertebrates to birds, bats and fish. In the longer term, woodland creation may also
benefit the local red squirrel network through increasing habitat extent, connectivity and
providing corridors for this species. There are also many secondary benefits of woodland
creation, such as natural flood attenuation, shade, carbon sequestration and helping to
mitigate the effects of climate change.

Riparian planting would also improve the ecological guality of watercourses (e.g. through
allochthonous materal inputs, thermoregulation, erosion reduction), create shelter
opporiunities {e.q. for ofter), establish improved habital comidors (2.g. for bais), provide
shading to watercourses and a source aof nutrient inputs and aiding in temperature regulation
and cover for fish and improve bank stability with established root systems to allow banks to
tolerate higher water flows without erosion, and to prevent choking of riverine
sediments/gravel with finer soil particles which in urn will benefit insecl assemblages.

Black grousa were recorded during basaline survays for the Proposed Development and
there are records of historical leks in the local area (see Chapter 7: Ornitholagy (EIAR
Volume 2}). The small-seeding broadleaf and scrub planting proposed would also serve to
benefit local black grouse populations through the provision of foraging resources and
natural shelter opportunities.

Surveys for the Proposed Development found evidence of water vole on the Snar Water and
Glenkip Bumn (Figure 6.8 (EIAR Volume 3a)). Pre-construction surveys would be caried out
prior o construction of the Proposed Developmenl and all associated works (including
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habitat enhancemeant works) (Technical Appendix 6.6 (EIAR Wolume 4)). Riparan planting
would take into account the presence of water vole populations where relevant, for example,
l=aving a suitable buffer unplanted on both banks.

3.4 HMU C - Bracken Management

HMU C comprises areas predominately mapped as bracken or scatterad bracken/bracken
masaics within the Site during basaline habitat surveys (i.e. areas mapped as Phase 1
codes C1.1 and C1.2 - as per Figure 6.3 (EIAR Volume 3a) and subseguently presented in
Figure 6.14.1 (EIAR Yolume 3a)). HMU C totals approximately 123.51 ha in extant, of
which approximately B7.47 ha is bracken (the remainder being primarily areas of acid
grassland and some patches of dry dwarf shrub heath). Dense bracken habitats are
generally of negligible conservation value.

The aim within HML C would be to manage and control the bracken as much as practicable
given the terrain and prevailing conditions primarly in order to allow the local acid grassland
and heathland habitats to regenarate and maintain this throughout the lifetimea of the
FProposed Development (if these areas do not fall within the areas proposed for HMU B
proposals — as per Section 3.3 above).

The management of bracken would extend the amount of grassland and potential future
heathland present and improve the floral diversity of the area and increase wildflower cover
for insects and pollinators. The replacement of tall dense bracken with cpen grassland and
heathland habitats would also restore former habitat mosaics within the Site, anhancing
nasting and foraging opportunities for black grouse and the ground nesting upland bresding
bird assernblage. This will include extensive areas away from operational infrastructure (see
Figure 6.14.1 (EIAR Yolume 3a)).

The remaval of bracken and replacement with grassland/heathland and mosaics thereof
would also increase available grazing for livestock, as grasslands are preferentially grazed
owver less productive and sensitive habitats such as blanket/modified bog and heaths; the
increass in preferential grassland resource will help further reduce livestock pressure on
more sensitive habitats elsewhere.

3.5 HMU D — Ground Nesting Raptor Habitat Enhancement

HMLU D is 267 B0 ha in size and is centred on an area of moorand with steap cleughs to the
south and centre of the Site. As HMU D concems the presence and activity of breeding hen
harriar its location is only shown on Confidential Figure C6.14.1 (EIAR Volume 3a). The
boundary of HMU D is delineated by a combination of existing Estale tracks and paths,
watercourses and woodland boundaries.

The main habitat type present within HMU D is dry dwarf shrub heath; however, there are
several other habital types present also, The breakdown of habitats within HMU D is
provided in Table 6.7.2.

Table 6.7.2: Breakdown of Habitat Type Within HMU D

Phasa 1 Description Area (ha)

A1.1.1 | Broad-Leaved Sermni-Natural Woodland 0.03
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E::EE 1 Phase 1 Description Area (ha)

Ad.2 Recently Felled Coniferous Woadland .65

| B1.1 Unimproved Acid Grassland 20.69

B1.2 Sami-lmproved Acd Grassland 0.0

B5 Marsh/®arshy Grassland 14.13

c1.1 Continuous Bracken 10.63

01.1 Mg Dy Dwarf Shrub Healh 143.58

o2 Wet Dwarf Shrub Healh 18.74

E1.6.1 Blanket Bog 48.87

Ei.7 Wet hModified Bog 1.65

E2.1 AcidiMeutral Flush 3.25

11.4.1 Acid/Meutral Exposurs 0.43

J4 Bare Ground 1.18

J5 Dihar Habilal {muirburn) 3.88

TOTAL 267.80

The area within HMU D has been subject o a pattern of muirburn, and it has been
historically used by ground nesting raptors, and therefore the key aim within HMU D would
be to manage the habitats present to be optimal for breeding by the relevant species and to
put additional measures in placa to allow the long-term occupation of the area by ground
nesting raptors.

3.6 HMU E - Long-Trem Retention of Agri-Environment Climate
Schemes (AECS)

Much of tha wider Estate in whizh the Site is located is managed through a suite of diffarant
AECS. These schemeas lypically run for five years before reapplication is required, and there
is no requirement to continue the respective management practices following expirstion of
the AECS if not being reapplied for.

The proposals within this OBEMFP that are coverad within HMU E, comprise the long-term
retention of certain AECS to ensure the sustainable grazing management of the Site, and
the retention of AECS that benefit ground-nesting waders in the local area for the lifetime of
the Proposed Development, This approach secures the continuation of the appropriale
management and measures beyond five-year funding cycles, while also complementing and
facilitating the future success of other proposals contained within this OBEMP.

The extent of HMU E is shown in Figura 6.14.2 (EIAR Volume 3a) and wherain two main
AECS would continue to apply. Mooriand Management (MM) which largely concerns tha
sustainable grazing management of the moorland with appropriate ivestock stocking
densities is underiaken across lhe majorily of the Sile, and beyond, within the limits of the
Estate. It is the intention that sevaral of thess existing MM land parcels under existing AECS
waould be retained and managed as such (iL.e. MWM1, MM2, B3, MIMT and MME),

3
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The other AECS and corresponding areas to be retained long-term concem the areas of
existing Wader Grazed Grassland (WGEGE) at North and South Shortcleugh and a further land
parcel at Glengeith as shown on Figure 6.14.2 (EIAR Volume 3a). These areas are
currently part of the respective AECS, with previous surveys in these AECS area by the
Clyde Valley Wader Initiative (CVWI1)'? recording curlew, lapwing, snipe, oystercatcher and
redshank. The retention of these WGEG areas in the long-term would provide safe places for
lozal breeding waders to nest and feed over its operational lifetime whilst also being sited
away from the area of proposed infrastructure.

4.0 Aims, Objectives and Management Prescriptions

The aims dafine the general BEMP goals, and the related objactives further define the aims
into quantifiable targets, The prescriptions (i.e. measures) delail the indicative management
works (o be implemented lo achieve these aims and objectives. Annex A provides an
indicative timatable for the implementation of the associated prescriptions.

As discussed in Section 3.1, detailed appropriate objeclives and prescriptions will be further
developed post-survay for the final BEMP based on additional survey findings, consultation
and in accordance with best practice. However, the experience gained by SLR from
providing and delivering plans for similar sites and habitats would suggest that as an oulline,
the aims, objectives and prescriptions would likely include or be similar to the below for the
Froposed Development.

4.1 Aim 1: Restore & Enhance Peatland Habitat and Improve
Bog Condition (HMU A)
Ohjective 1.1 Increasa the abundance and distribution of major paat forming spacies,

parlicularly Sphagna.
Objective 1.2 Enhance and improve blanket bog condition.
Ohjective 1.3 Eradicate self-seeded non-native conifers from HMU A,
Objective 1.4 The full revegetation of bare peat areas.

Prescription 1.1 Peat dam, reprofile, or wave dam/zipper any active drains'? {even if
vagetated) as appropriate for the location specific drain in order that the
water level is raised sufficiently and to restore natural low paths to create
conditions suitable for a2 range of blanketl bog species. This should be
carried out under the suparvision of a suitably qualified Ecological Clark
of Works (ECoW). Methods as detailed within relevant guidance ™ 1'%,

2 \nfgmmation presided by Hopelour Estate

13 pcrording to melhodaiogy detaied in: Peatland Adtion {2084) Technical Compendium. Avalasle ot s e nalure sootdocoeailand:
yciion-technics Boompancium

" HanraSeod (I019) Peadard Action - Gukdanoa for |aed managers - instaling peeso and plasts dams Avallahlka al
tiips wwer nabues . Gool'd copeaiand g o on-muicanc s mnd -manag areinsialling peai-ind- plasic-dams

8 Them, T., Hanlan, A, Lindsay, R., Rckards, J |, Sloneman, B, & Oroaks, 5 2019}, Conservng Boges: The Managemsni Hardsook. {2md
Edition}. Avalable st Maw sdion of ‘Cormerying Bags: The Managersnl Hardbaok' | ILCH LK Pailland Progrsssms

-
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Prescription 1.2

Prescription 1.3

Prescription 1.4

Prescription 1.5

Prescription 1.6

Prescription 1.7

Undertake peat hagg and gully restoration and peat surface re-profiling
where appropriale with a low-pressure excavator and in ling with relevant
guidance™ 15,

Gully blocking and flow managament with the use of timber dams (for
larger drains) and stone dams ({in larger gullies) as appropriate to the
Site-specific conditions in line with relevant guidance'.

LIse af surface bunding as appropriate on peal pans {(of large wide
shallow gullies) in line with relevant guidance'.

Undertake slahilisation and revegetation measuras on areas of bare paat
such as peat pans and bare gullies in line with relevant guidance' (for
example use of donor turves, gectextile applications and coir matting,
potantially in association with seeding, nurse crops, or heather mulch
elc.).

FRemove invading self-seeded non-native conifer trees and any new
broadleaved seedlings from HMLU A annually, by hand or clearance saw,
until & time that monitoring shows that regeneration is no longer an issue,
or the frequency of intervantion can be reduced.

The Fallowing activities would be prohibited within HMU &

» clearing out of existing drains;

= supplementary feeding of livestock'5;

=« application of any inseclicides, fungicides or molluscicides;

» application of lime or any other substance 1o alter the soil acidity;

# culting or lopping of blankst bog vegelation excepl to contraol injurious
weed species or to improve the condition or biodiversity value of the
habitat by opaning up the canopy and allowing bog speacies to recover
or re-aesiablish;

* burning of vegetation or other materials;

= use of roll or chain-harrow,

= planting trees;

« carrying cut any earth moving activities in peatland areas;

s use of off-road vehicle activities in peatland with the exception of use
of low scale agricultural vehicle movements (e.g.. quad bike);

« construction of tracks, roads, yards, hardstandings or any new
structuras (nol associated with the Proposed Development); and

« storage of materials or machinery.

¥ The key aim of this bulkst s 1o eyoic the supplemenary feeding ol vestodk with silagehay either an lhe ground o in Teeders within HBLU A a: 1
AN CONCANTANR MARIsck Aciyiny In thesn araRs B ussd measiacly no it sama arma and which can [aad 0 Asosas i genund paact safmmaing
anad srposurs of peal'soll Such supplementssy lseding effeds e usualy more pravaiend m wintsr when ground condlions s ksl worss ard
Mo prons v damage. Tho use of minam| ks may b axampl prodcad Bhay ano mutiney and regulady mosad around tha Rl 80 me b o

pobtental paschingramping effects
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4.2 Aim 2: Native Broadleaf Woodland & Scrub / Riparian
Corridor Creation / Enhancement (HMU B)

Objective 2.1 Enhance, create, expand, and connect areas of native broadleaved
riparian woodland/scrub and increasea trea diversity within and around the
Site through the planting and establishment of up to 22.05 km of new low-
density native woodland/scrub.

Ohjective 2.2 Increase and enhance faunal diversity within and around the Site by
providing more habitat structure and new breeding, shelter and foraging
habitats for birds, bats and other small mammals, and inverebrales,

Prescriplion 2.1 Undertake new native riparian broadleaved woodland/scrub planting
within HMU B with a diverse mix of native broadleaved species,

Planting will be in non-uniform patterns and of varable densities and may
include areas of retained open ground to avoid woodland homogeneity on
advice from a professional forestar.

Flanting will utiise low impact ground preparation techniques such as
scraefing or inverted mounding®”. Some vegetation management or
clearance may ba required to facilitate successiul planting/establishment
le.g. bracken control).

Given the Site location, soils and prevailing baseline habitats of the HMU,
and to reflect the character and structure of the existing broadleaved
woodlands and scrub locally, il is anlicipaled that the woodland species
mixes here would primarily contain birch, rowan and willows. However, it
iz proposad to increasa diversity by also including smallar proporions of
specias such as oak, alder, aspen, wild cherry, hazal, hawthorn, crab
apple, small-leaved lime, wych elm and holly. Scrub planting would
primarily consist of species such as hawthorn, and for diversity would be
supplemanted with smaller proportions of species such as hazeal, crab
apple, holly, Blackihom, elder and juniper; additionally, a low number of
scattered broadleaved tree species may be included in scrub areas to
furthar enhance the long-term structura and divarsity.

Prapartions of species and their exact planting locations would be
determined by a forester., in agreement with a suitably qualified ecologist
and the landowner, during preparation of the final EEMP.

Tree planting would be initiated during construction and be completed by
the end of the operational Year 1. Tree planting would be camed oul
betweaen the months of Movember and March whan trees ara dormant
and more likely 10 establish successiully. Days when the ground is frozen
or when snow or excessive surface water is present are to be avoided.

Prescriplion 2.2 Fencing of the planting areas will likely be required to protect new trees
from deer and livestock browsing during the establishment phase. Any
new fencing within 1 km of known black grouse leks would follow

17 Eeritinh Fenesiry. (2027). Cultivaton far uolend precucive woodand oeabicn sies: applcants’ quidance,
|' | e | "I'!'rgh-'! ooy H:I:U."I I'll".'-'ll'u_l‘i"3"2"'il'l'|"|]_l'l'l "rf- ||_I.'--'\.J e ull._.:---q:i:.d'lrlr_l et o I-:|=—- '|'|;,'I.\_'E|ll- j=3a L. I|I|-r.-|-|
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Prescription 2,3

Prescription 2.4

guidelines in Trout & Kortland {2012)"® to minimise collision risk for black
qrouse,

Trees will be planted in 1 m - 1.2 m biodegradable tree tubes to further
protect from potential browsing damage.

Tree tubas will be removed after approximately 10 years or after
adequate establishment of the tress.

Maintenance as required and beating-up of failed spacimens to ensure
woodland/scrub establishment.

Prohibited activities noted in Prescription 1.7 above apply (with the
exceplion of planting Irees).

4.3 Aim 3: Bracken Management (HMU C)

Objective 3.1

Ohjeclive 3.2

Prescription 3.1

Prescription 3.2

Prescription 3.3

FPrescription 3.4

Remove dense bracken coverage and supress further bracken
establishment within HMLU .

Reslore the open habilals within HMU C {o locally comparable open
habitals, primarily acid grassland and dry heath habilats (if the respective
area is not being utilised as part of Aim 2 (HMU B) as per above).

Given lhe localion, difficull access/lerrain and exlensiveness ol the
majority of dense bracken stands the initial primary control method would
ha chamical {a.g. usa of glyphosate), as machanisad and/or manual
control is nol feasible,

Mechanisad and/or manual control and management of bracken would be
the preferred meathod in locations whera this is deemed suitable and safe,
and following best practice™, with ongoing and repeated control where
this is necessary.

Faollowing treatment, should areas of bare soil be evident, consideration
will be given to seeding the affected areas with a suitable seed mix in
order to facilitate guicker establishment of vegetation.

Implementation of an appropriale grazing regime for long l&Brm
management and maintenance.

4.4 Aim 4: Ground Nesting Raptor Habitat Enhancement
(HMU D)

Objective 4.1

Ohjective 4.2

Long-term maintenance and occupation of the hen harrier territory within
HKU D,

Increase the productivity/fledging success of hen harrer territory within
HMU D.

" Troul, B and Korland, K (A1) Feres marking 1o eduse grousa collgions. Foresing Tommizaion Tedhoecal Mol

1% NabeaScol, Brackan Conbnal — 5 Guide to Best Praclks. Svailable af hips (wew wabarshivn, g uk)
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Prascriplion 4.1

Prescriplion 4.2

Prascriplion 4.3

FPrescriplion 4.4

Frescriplion 4.5

Develop a Muir Burning Plan {MBP)?" within HMU D to provide optimal
nesling habital for hen harrier o ensure there is abundant suilable
nesting habitat within the territory at all imes. Any such muir burning
within HMU O would alzo be restricted to be undertaken no later than 31%
March in any given year in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife
Management and Muirbum (Scotland) Act 2024. Any later date of muir
burning would require provision of an evidence-based rationale for its
necessity in order to meat NatureScot's licensing requirements under the
2024 Acl.

HMU D o include an area within which is designated as a parmanent no
burnfeutiing zone to allow for some rank deeper heather/vegetation cover
and its long-l&rm retention.

Daveloping a protocol and ensuring a good systam of communication
from surveyors o Estate/Proposed Development stalf o ensure that
appropriate measures can be taken to avoid disturbance should an aclive
nest be found,

Should an active nest be recorded within HMU D additional disturbance
prevention measures o be implemented during the breeding season, e.g.
restrictions on use of machinery/guad bikes within HMU D and avoidance
of foot traffic off designated tracks and paths.

Enhanced predator confrol within area of influence of HMU D.

Management of same 1o he reviewed in conjunction with the predator
control for waders noted in prescription 5.4 for HMU E below,

4.5 Aim 5: Long-term Retention of AECS (HMU E)

Objective 5.1

Ohjective 5.2

Prescriplion 5.1

Maintain responsible stocking densities and grazing levelsigrazing regime
at appropriate levels for upland habitats and mosaics thereof to manage
and maintain the respective habitat for the benefit of local flora and fauna
and to complement the other Aims and Objectives within this OBEMP (as
detailed abova).

Long term mainlenance and anhancemenl (where possible) of breeding
wader habital within the Clyde Valley.

Continued responsible grazing managemeant of the Site in line with the
relevant terms of the existing and in place AECS for Moordand
hanagement noted below when the existing scheme cycles end and
support their continuation in line with relevant AECS guidance and
associaled prescriptions for the lifetime of the Proposed Develapment.
This would apply to the following current moorland management land
parcel I1Ds which are encompassed within or overlap with the Site:

« MM,
«  MWME:

M The MEP Ty a0 necesaialn provdsiong ralaling o meneg g wildfiro ik
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«  MM3;
s  MM7T; and
=  NME.

Prescription 5.2 Continued management of areas currently managed as AECS wader
grazed grassiand when the existing scheme cycle ends and support its
continuation in line with relevant AECS guidance and prescriptions for the
lifetime of the Froposad Development. Managemen! prescriptions will
include following the prescribed AECS wader grazed grassland grazing
regime as a minimum, timing of activitiesfresiricted activities, mosaic rush
culling ete. This would apply to the current wader grazed grassland
schemeas at Morth and South Shortcleugh and the additional land parcel
at Glengeith (as per Figure 6.14 (EIAR Voume 3a)).

Prescription 5.3 Explore opportunities to incorporate additional wader scrapes into areas
under the existing AECS wader grazed grassland scheme.

Frescription 5.4 Enhanced predator control within area of influence of the wader grazed
grassland and wetland management land parcels that are a component
part of HMU E. Management of this to be reviewed in conjunction with the
predator confrol noted in prescription 4.5 for HMU D above,

5.0 Monitoring

Monitoring will establish whether the proposed management prescriptions are achieving the
various aims and objectives, and in turn will inform adaptive management to ensure the aims
and objectives are achieved through the life of the BEMP,

The Sections below outline the likely monitoring required for the proposals detailed above,
howevar the detailed monitoring proposals will ba provided in the final BEMP to be submitted
post-consenlpre-construclion when the BEA, HMU's and associaled proposed
enhancement measures have been finalised. An indicative monitoring timetable is provided
in Annex A

5.1 Aim 1: Restore & Enhance Peatland Habitat and Improve
Bog Condition (HMU A)

The following likely monitoring measures would be undertaken to evaluate and report on the
success of this aim:

+« Habital/vegetation monitoring would evaluate the success of restoration and
enhancement of peatland habitats. This would ba achieved by recording changes to
the structure and composition of the vegetation and species abundance, evenness
and diversity, and extent of self-sesded non-native conifers with the use of
permanent quadrats or line transects. Recording of impacts from deerlivestock
would also be included in the monitoring programme.

« A representative sample of permanent quadrats or line transects would be
established within the respective HMU to gather sufficient data to inform future
managament and assess the trajectory of plant species and habitats. The respective
manitoring surveys would be carried out at the most appropriate times of vear (e.g.,
flora surveys wersus browsing impact surveys). Repeal surveys would be carmied oul
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in the =ama month in @ach monitoring year (Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 15) to gather
comparable data. Photographs would also be taken of each sample quadrat/line
transect, as well as overview photographs af the HML,

= Blanket bog condition assessments utilising i) the latest Biodiversity Metric® condition
assessment pro-forma and methodology, and/or i) a CSM* site condition survey, at
representative locations within HMLU A,

= Any peat hagg or surface reprofiling works, gully blocking, and any installed peat
dams or drain blocking/reprafiling, would be monitorad to ensure works arg
successful over the firsl three yvears aller works are compleled. Remedial measures
would be undertaken if restoration works have failed.

s  The presance of regenarating and encroaching self-seaded conifer trees and naw
broadieaved seedlings, and the success or remaval measures, would be monitorad,

5.2 Aim 2: Native Broadleaf Woodland & Scrub / Riparian
Corridor Creation / Enhancement (HMU B)

Monitoring would be undertaken in HML B to ensure the establishment of the broadleaved
planting.

» A professional forestar would monitar the planted areas annually in Years 1o 3
following planting to ensure successiul establishment, specifically looking Tfor
evidence of damage (e.g. browsing) or disease. Falled specimens would be replaced
in the consecutive winter {i.e., between Movember and March). The forester would
alzo advise on whethar any further management or maintenance is requirad to
ensure the establishment of the Irees.

» HKU B would be monitored again by a professional forester in operational Year 10 to
ansure that thara ara no issues with diseasa ar invasive spacias and to detarming if
any thinning at this stage waould benefit woodland establishmeant,

= Monitoring would be undertaken again in operational Year 20 when some thinning
operations may be required in the woodland in order to encourage growth of better
rees and creale more open woodland, further new enhancemeant £ enrichment
planting may also be considered at this stage. This waould aid regeneration of
seedlings and begin the process of establishing a mixed age structure.

5.3 Aim 3: Bracken Management (HMU C)

Monitoring would be undertaken in HMU C to ansure a reduction in bracken coverage and
density along with the corresponding establishment of other habitat types, primarily
grassland and heathland (if the area is not being utilised as par of HMU B). Monitoring
would likely include:

« Hracken maonitoring, such as walkover surveys and mapping extent or drone survays,
recording change aver time.

»« Grassland/heathland monitoring through the astablishment of a represantativa
sample of permanant quadratsdine transects to record changes o the compaosition of
th= vegetation and species abundance, evenness and diversity. Recording of
impacts from deerflivestock would also be included in the monitoring programme,
The respactive monitoring surveys woluld be carried oul at the most appropriate times
of yvear (e.g. grassland monitoring during the main flowering season). Repeal surveys
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would be camied out in the same month in each monitoring year (Years 1, 3, 5, 7, 10,
15) to gather comparabla data. Photographs would also be taken of each sampla
guadratitransect, as well as overview photographs of the HML.

= Arelevant grassland or heathland condition assessment utilising i) the |atest
Biodiversity Metric® condition assessmenl pro-forma and methodology, and/or i) a
CSM? grassland site condition survey, al representative locations within the HML,

5.4 Aim 4: Ground Nesting Raptor Habitat Enhancement
(HMU D)

Manitoring would be undertaken in HMU D 1o evaluale and report on the success of the
associated aims and objectives, and may include, but not be limited to:

» Breeding raptor survays within HMU D and a 500 m buffer off HMU D, annually for
the first t2n years of operalion, after which the frequency of monitoring would be
agreed with the BMG.

« Heathar survays to inform the MBF and ongoing heather managemeant as part of
Prescriptions 4.1 and 4.2 (see Section 4.4).

« A predator control diary to document the implementation and results of the additional
pradator managemeant and control undertaken within and around HWILU D.

5.5 Aim 5: Long-term Retention of AECS (HMU E)
Monitoring in relation to the respective AECS in HMU E would likely include:

» Maintenance of an annual diary detailing the types and numbers of livestock, and thea
ftimes at which they are present/absent, and associaled livestock destines, within
edch respective AECS management unit.

« Breading bird survays (BBS) of the wader grazed grassland land parcels that are a
companant part of HMU E, plus a 250 m buffer, The main objective of this monitaring
will be to assess changes in wader activity levels by recording numbers and
distribution of breeding waders. BBS will follow standard methods and guidance for
upland breeding waders (Brown & Shepherd, 1883%"). BBS surveys will, as
recommended, include four survey visils between mid-April and early July (Calladineg
ef al., 20097 MatureScot, 20257, Any raptor activity will also be recorded. BES
surveys wolld ba carried out in operational years 1, 2 3,4, 5, 7 and 10 and 15. Tha
frequency of monitoring thereafter will be agreed with the BMG.

»« A predator control diary to document the implementation and results of the additional
pradator management and control underiaken within and around the wader grazed

' Brown, AF. & Shepherd, K.B. (15893). A Melbhod for Censusing Upland Breeding Waders, Bire! Shdy, 40, 185
185,

H Collading, J., Gamer, G, Wernham, C. & Thiel, A (20091 The infuencs of survey frequency on papulation
estimates af moorland breeding birds, Birg Sledy, 56, 381-388,

' MatureScot (2025), Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of anshore windfanms
.ﬂ.\lﬂlﬂtﬂ-& at hitps:twadd nalure, seoldoc/recommanded -lird -survey-meina d s -mlorm-limpact-assessment

cnghore-windfamma [Accessed April 2026)
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grassland and wetland management land parcels that are a component part of
HMU E.

6.0 Reporting and BEMP Review

A reporl would be submitled by the Applicant Lo the BMG in Years 1, 3 and 5 of oparation,
the frequency of reporting after Year 5 would be agreed with the BMG, This report would
detail:

= managemeant undertaken in the past year(s);
s monitoring undertaken, results and discussion of results; and
« managemant and monitoring proposed for the following year(s).

If considered necessary by the members of the BMG, the BMG would maet periodically to
discuss the reports and management of the Sita.

Where monitaring indicates any managameant abjeclives ara nol mel, further managemeantl
prescriptions or interventions would be agreed by the BMG.

The requirement for the measures, monitoring and reporing following Year 15 of the
operational phase would be dependent on the results of the menitoring which would be
dizcussed and agread within the Year 15 review report and agreed in writing with the BMG.

The BEMP would be reviewed every five years from its commencemeanl. The purpose of the
review would be to assess the effectiveness of the proposed management prescriptions at
achieving the aims and objectives of the BERMP. /¥ recessary, such maasures may be
ameanded by the BMG.
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